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Curriculum Principles: 
Our core values underpin everything we do in school.  These values we seek to foster in our pupils.  We have five principles that inform our pedagogical approach and the 
types of activities set as part of the implementation of the curriculum. 
 

Values, Vision & Intent 
 

Curriculum Values and Vision  
!ǘ DƛƭōŜǊǘ {ŎƻǘǘΣ ƻǳǊaspirational ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ language and communication, knowledge, skills and understanding across all primary subjects. 
¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦexcellence ƛǎ ǘƻ ensure pupils ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΣ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅperseverance, responsibility, ŀƴŘrespect ƛƴ 
ŀƴinclusive ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ  hǳǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭ-life, enriching experiences within their local environment as 
well as beyond. Children will benefit from our curriculum that opens dƻƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŀsuccessful ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  
  
Curriculum Intent  
At Gilbert Scott Primary school, in depth ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ƭƛŦŜ experiences and culture has helped us to design a curriculum with five key priorities 
underpinning every subject area. We recognise that for pupils to aspire and be successful academically and in the wider areas of their lives, they need to be given rich and sustained 
opportunities to develop their cultural capital. Therefore, this is interwoven through each area of the curriculum.   
Our interpretation and understanding of Cultural capital are that it is the accumulation of knowledge, skills, behaviours, and experiences that a student can draw upon and which 
demonstrates their cultural awareness, knowledge, and competence. Cultural capital represents the key ingredients that a student will draw upon to be successful in society, 
their career, and the world of work.  
 

Communication 

 

Knowledge / Understanding 

 

Skills 

 

Behaviours 

 

Experience 

 
¶ Engage in meaningful discussions in 

all areas of the curriculum.  

¶ Listen to, understand, and learn a 
wide range of subject 
specific vocabulary.  

¶ Through reading, identify vocabulary 
that enriches and enlivens stories.  

¶ Speak to small and larger audiences 
at frequent intervals.  

¶ Practise and rehearse sentences and 
stories, gaining feedback on the 
overall effect and the use of standard 
English.   

¶  Listen to and tell stories 
often to internalise the structure.   

¶  Debate issues and formulate well-
constructed points  

¶ Cumulative acquisition of knowledge 
where upon children are given the 
opportunity to broaden, embed and 
apply their understanding of 
core knowledge.  

¶ To be knowledgeable about content 
and the world around them.  

¶ To develop confidence that comes 
from possessing a store of 
essential knowledge.   

¶ To have a sub-set of knowledge and 
the accompanying vocabulary that 
will maximize chances of leading rich 
and fulfilling lives.  

  

¶ Children learn the skills to be able to 
find out, use and apply the 
knowledge that they need when they 
need it. Our teaching is focused on 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ 
learning and thinking skills as well as 
subject specific skills.  

¶ Building a progression of skills from 
Nursery onwards through to Year 6 
ready for the next stage in 
their learning.  

¶ Be able to manage life skills in the 
world around them. 

¶ Pupils develop foundation skills for 
learning in the EYFS through 
meaningful play. 
 

¶ Pupils have an awareness of their 
own impact on their future and how 
they can contribute positively to a 
wider society.  

¶ Pupils will develop, practice and 
apply a range of behaviours which 
equip them to be successful learners 
now and, in the future. 

¶ Pupils value diversity and 
demonstrate tolerance, compassion 
and mutual respect to all members of 
the school and wider community, 
whilst developing the life-skills 
needed to unlock their potential.  

¶ Providing opportunities to explore 
new experiences, through lunchtime 
and after 
school clubs, including sports.  

¶ Children have access 
to opportunities in the arts.  

¶ Prioritising school trips locally and 
further afield.   

¶ Providing opportunities for 
questioning, curiosity, and creativity.  

¶ Pupils access experiences and 
opportunities which develop 
aspirations and broaden the horizons 
of lifelong learning.  
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Curriculum overview - EYFS 
 
Curriculum Composition  
EYFS ς See EYFS Statutory Framework (March 2021, effective Sept 2021) 

 

Areas of Learning and Development 
Educational Programmes / Early Learning Goals 

EYFS Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning 
ω tƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ω !ŎǘƛǾŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ω /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ Implemented through Learning Detective Characters  

P
R

IM
E

 A
R

E
A

S
 

Communication and Language 
Listening, Attention & Understanding 
Speaking 

 

Physical Development 
Gross Motor Skills 
Fine Motor Skills 
Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 
Self-Regulation 
Managing Self 
Building Relationships 

S
P

E
C

IF
IC

 A
R

E
A

S
 

Literacy 
Comprehension 
Word Reading 
Writing 
Mathematics 
Number 
Numerical Patterns 
Understanding the World 
Past and Present 
People, Culture and Communities 
The Natural World 
Expressive Arts and Design  
Creating with Materials 
Being Imaginative and Expressive 

Programmes to support Teaching and 
Learning in the EYFS 

 

Gilbert Scott Primary Bespoke (including child led 
interests), Read, Write, Inc / CLPE Power of Reading 
/ Power of Pictures / Pobble 365, White Rose Maths 
& Cornerstones Maestro 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
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Early Years Foundation Stage ς Nursery and Reception Class  
 

EYFS Vision 
At Gilbert Scott, our EYFS vision is to provide exceptional education for all, developing the potential of every pupil in a stimulating play-based learning environment where the unique child is at the heart of 
everything.  The aim of excellence is to ensure pupils become independent and confident learners. Our EYFS curriculum is designed to demonstrate aspiration, be creative, and memorable and to provide all 
children with opportunities where doors are opened to dream for the future.  Children are motivated to learn, display perseverance, responsibility, and respect in an inclusive environment.    
 

EYFS Intent - It is our intent that children who enter our EYFS begin their lifelong learning journey by developing physically, verbally, cognitively and emotionally whilst also embedding a positive attitude to 
school and a love of learning.  

Communication 

 

Knowledge / Understanding 

 

Skills 

 

Behaviours 

 

Experience 

 
¶ Develop strong communication links and 

positive relationships between the 
school, children and their families 
ensuring that children effectively make 
the transition from their home 
environment to the nursery or reception 
classroom. Work in partnership with 
parents so children become happy 
learners who thrive in school. 

¶ Teach oracy skills, so that the children 

become more confident speakers, 

improve their vocabulary and 

interactions with others. 

¶ Provide a play-based curriculum 
establishing a sense of learning 
autonomy. 

¶ Provide a stimulating indoor and 
outdoor environment which 
supports pupils to develop 
foundation knowledge and skills 
for learning through meaningful 
play.  

¶ Teach new skills, knowledge, and 
attitudes with a love of reading at 
the heart of our curriculum, with 
books at the heart of learning.   

¶ Build on a progression of skills from entry 
points that mŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ōȅ 
following the curriculum, but also leaving 
ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
interests they wish to pursue, encouraging 
and enabling child led learning.   

¶ Build independence, perseverance, 
responsibility and aspirations through a 
rich curriculum that incorporates life skills. 

¶ Clearly planned phonics programme to 
ensure a progression in skills that enables 
every child to become a reader. 

 

¶ Children develop physically, 
verbally, cognitively and 
emotionally whilst embedding 
a positive attitude towards 
school and learning.  

¶ Embed the right habits for 
learning through the 
Characteristics of Effective 
Teaching and Learning.   

¶ Teach about unity and respect. 
We are all a family at Gilbert 
Scott Primary School playing 
and learning together.  

 

¶ Provide rich learning 
experiences promoting 
curiosity and exploration of 
the world, stretching your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
imagination and building 
critical thinking skills. 

¶ Provide a breadth of 
exciting experiences in the 
local community to capture 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǿŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ 
in the world around them. 

 
 

     

 

EYFS Implementation Summary 
The EYFS curriculum is taught to the Nursery and Reception class όΨ¢ƘŜ .ǳǊǊƻǿΩύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŜǎǘΩ ό9[tύΦ  The classes follow the EYFS curriculum and plan for learning through the 
Cornerstones curriculum (Imaginative Learning Projects), ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ŧŀctors, events and from observations recorded.  Each area of learning and development is implemented through 
planned, purposeful play within the indoor and outdoor environment and through a mix of adult-led, adult directed and child-initiated activity. At Gilbert Scott, we support children in using the three 
characteristics of effective teaching and learning, introduced through Learning Detective characters, such as Curious Cat and Imaginative Unicorn.  Adults working within the EYFS scaffold and support 
learning, deliver interventions as well as make observations.  These observations, assessments and evaluations feed future planning.  The EYFS staff use the Early Years Outcomes document, Skill Levelling 
Progression Guidance, Language for Talk and Gilbert Scott EYFS Literacy and Maths Progression in Outcomes document to support planning the learning and development.   
 

Daily teaching of reading is in a systematic and structured way, following the Read Write Inc approach. We also provide regular story times where children learn the skills to explain, retrieve, interpret what 
they have read and has been read to them.  In Mathematics, ǿŜ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻǊŜ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ  tǳǇƛƭǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ through games 
and tasks using concrete manipulatives which are then rehearsed and applied to their own learning during exploration. We give children opportunities to secure personal, social and emotional readiness to 
learn, including resilience, perseverance, concentration, the ability to listen, to take turns and to cooperate. Daily Talk Time provides opportunities for pupils to be taught oracy skills so that they are enriched 
with vocabulary and opportunities to join in shared discussions. During the day, the children have opportunities to develop their physical skills, knowledge of the world through awe and wonder, as well as 
develop their creative skills. Parental partnerships are highly valued ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [earning Journals through Proud Clouds and Parent Voice contributions, as well 
as on Class Dojo.  [During COVID 19, remote learning is accessed and delivered through videos, challenges and links to websites on Class Dojo.  The online platform has also been used to model the teaching of 
reading, maths etc.] Through Class Dojo, the learning environment and daily contact with families, we take pride in celebrating the uniqueness and achievements of every child.  
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The Burrow EYFS Curriculum Themes - Cycle A (2021 ς 2022) 

How many colours in a 
rainbow? 

 

How does that building 
stay up? 

 

How do we know if 
dragons exist? 

 

Can I explore it? 
 

How can we look after a 
dog? 

 

Do cows drink milk? 
 

Memorable Learning Experiences 

Colour walk - woods Local walk past houses, 
shops and to the post box 

Visit to Park Hill tower / 
park 

Spring Walk / Library 5ƻƎΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ κ tŜǘΩǎ week Dean City Farm visit 

 
 

The Burrow EYFS Curriculum Themes - Cycle B (2022 ς 2023) 

Why do squirrels hide 
their nuts? 

Will you read me a story? 
 

Are carrots orange? 
 

Why do ladybirds have 
spots? 

Are we there yet? 
 

Who lives in a rock pool? 
 

Memorable Learning Experiences 

Visit the local woods Visit Sainsburys and local 
library 

Café visit Selsdon Woods Tram, bus and train journey to visit the Horniman Museum 

 

Within the EYFS, there is a blended and integrated approach using a themed curriculum as well as being informed by ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ  Provision is planned for from the different starting 
points from which children develop their learning, building on what they can already do. Our EYFS curriculum is informed by tƘŜ ΨƴƻǿΩ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ 
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Curriculum overview - KS1 & KS2 / Enhanced Learning Provision (see also EYFS) 
 
Curriculum Composition  
 

 National Curriculum Subject Programmes/Schemes of Learning 

British Values 

 

British values are embedded across the 

curriculum. 

¶ Democracy 

¶ Rule of Law 

¶ Individual Liberty 

¶ Mutual Respect 

¶ Tolerance 

C
O

R
E 

English Gilbert Scott Primary Bespoke (Phonics ς Read Write Inc.) 

Maths White Rose Maths 

Science KS1 ςBespoke & Hamiliton Trust / KS2 ς Empiribox 

F
O

U
N

D
A

T
IO

N 

History Gilbert Scott Primary Bespoke  

Geography Gilbert Scott Primary Bespoke  

Religious Education Croydon scheme of work 

Computing www.teachcomputing.org  

Art & Design Gilbert Scott Primary Bespoke 

Design & Technology Gilbert Scott Primary Bespoke 

Music  TCT Bespoke - NEW FROM SEPT 2021 

Physical Education Jasmine Real PE / PE Hub 

Personal, Social and Health Education / SRE PSHE Association and Croydon SRE scheme of work 

Modern Foreign Languages (KS2) LCP Spanish 

 Life Skills / Enrichment Programme Gilbert Scott Primary Bespoke 

For some subjects, we have adopted a commercial scheme of learning produced by subject experts as a base for our curriculum, where we feel the scheme meets the needs of our learners and incorporates our five key principles.  In 
other subjects, we have developed our own curricula from scratch.  Our curriculum features high-quality outcomes that allow children to apply and showcase the knowledge and skills they have gained.  Outcomes listed are suggestions 
and could change to suit the needs of the learners.   

http://www.teachcomputing.org/
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Badgers (Year 1 ς Key Stage 1) Curriculum Themes 

 Superheroes Paws, Claws and 
Whiskers 

 

Moon Zoom and back to 
Earth again! 

 

Old & New Toys 
 

 

Rio de Vida 
 

Transport Now & Then 
 

 

Memorable Learning Experiences 

Superhero Day The Arc animal centre Virtual space centre Visit to London  Carnival day Local visit on transport 
 

 

Foxes (Year 2 ς Key Stage 1) Curriculum Themes 

Muck, Mess and Mixtures 

 
Bright Lights, Big City (Sept 2022) 

Towers, Tunnels and 
Turrets 

 

Land Ahoy 
 

Scented Garden 
 

Wriggle and Crawl 
 

Beachcombers 
 

 

Memorable Learning Experiences 

Messy mixtures day Tower of London 
 

tƛǊŀǘŜǎΩ Řŀȅ 
 

Heathfield Ecology Centre Butterfly experience Beach day 
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Wolves & Woodpeckers (Year 3 & 4 ς Key Stage 2) Curriculum Themes - Cycle A 2021-2022 

Traders and Raiders 

 

Blue Abyss 

 

1066 

  

Road Trip USA  

 

Misty Mountain 

 
British Museum                              Viking Tales firepit                    Aquarium visit  Battle Abbey  American Day Shirley hills / Interview mountain rescuer 

 

 

Wolves & Woodpeckers (Year 3 & 4 ς Key Stage 2) Curriculum Themes - Cycle B 2022-2023 

Tribal Tales 

 

Tremors 

 

Flow  

 

Gods and Mortals 

 

Scrummdiddlyumptious 

 
Archaeological dig Science Museum                 Volcanoes virtual visit  Wandle Park Ancient Greece day Sweet sale ς design and sell 

 

Tiger Sharks (Year 5 & 6 ς Key Stage 2) Curriculum Themes - Cycle A 2021-2022 

! /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ War 

 

Frozen Kingdom 

 

Blood Heart 

 

¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ 

 

Gallery Rebels 

 
Imperial War Museum  Virtual visit Science Museum Web designer interview National Gallery 

 

 

Tiger Sharks (Year 5 & 6 ς Key Stage 2) Curriculum Themes - Cycle B 2022-2023 

Off with her Head 

 

Stargazers 

 

Pharaohs  

 

Allotments 

 

Scream Machine 

 

Victorian Children 

 
Hampton Court  Virtual planetarium  British Museum Local allotments Virtual fairground Victorians Day / Croydon architecture 

 


























































































